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way, it’s much better to have China at the 
table with the United States. It’s much better 
to have Japan and South Korea—[applause]. 

We talked about the fact that Japan had 
deployed 1,000 troops in Iraq, because he 
understands what I know, the advent of de-
mocracy is a huge defeat to the extremists. 
That’s why they’re fighting so hard. That’s 
why this is such a brutal battle. And I under-
stand it affects the American people, because 
the enemy has got a weapon, and they use 
it, and that’s the murder of innocent people. 
And it gets on our TV screens, and we’re 
a nation of compassionate, decent people 
who care about human life in all its forms. 
And yet Prime Minister Koizumi knows what 
I know, that we will succeed as liberty pro-
gresses, and we will succeed by helping peo-
ple who yearn for a better life, and we will 
succeed by marginalizing those extremists 
and radicals and, if need be, bring them to 
justice before they hurt us again. 

Something happened between World War 
II and when I became the President, talking 
with this Japanese Prime Minister. And what 
happened was, Japan adopted a Japanese- 
style democracy. Liberty has got the capacity 
to transform an enemy into an ally. And 
someday, an American President will be sit-
ting down with elected leaders in the Middle 
East talking about how to keep the peace, 
and a generation of Americans will be better 
off for it. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m. at the 
Hilton Chicago. In his remarks, he referred to Pat-
rick G. Ryan, executive chairman and founder, 
Aon Corp.; former President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman Kim 
Jong Il of North Korea. 

Statement on the Sixth Anniversary 
of the Terrorist Attack on the 
USS Cole 
October 12, 2006 

Six years ago, on October 12, 2000, Al 
Qaida attacked the USS Cole, a U.S. Navy 
warship refueling in Aden harbor in Yemen. 
This terrorist attack killed 17 sailors and in-

jured many others, leaving the victims’ loved 
ones and our Nation to mourn our collective 
loss. 

On the sixth anniversary of this attack, we 
pause to remember those brave service men 
and women whose lives were cut short by 
this act of terrorism and to give thanks to 
the brave crew whose heroic actions saved 
their ship and fellow shipmates. 

With the men we believe to be the key 
architects of that attack now in custody, this 
anniversary should serve to renew America’s 
dedication to bring terrorists to justice and 
our gratitude to those men and women of 
the U.S. Government serving abroad who 
take great risks in protecting America. 

Six years ago, our Nation was tested by 
terrorism. Terrorists continue to be an active 
threat to our Nation, but we are responding 
resolutely and forcefully. On this solemn an-
niversary, we rededicate ourselves to the 
fight against the enemies of humanity, offer 
our prayers and condolences to the families 
of the Cole victims, and offer thanks to the 
men and women of our Navy who protect 
our country and promote peace and freedom 
around the world. 

Proclamation 8068—National 
Energy Awareness Month, 2006 
October 12, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our Nation is moving toward remarkable 

technological advances that will make energy 
cleaner, more abundant, and more affordable 
for our citizens. During National Energy 
Awareness Month, we underscore our com-
mitment to a more secure energy future. 

My Administration is working to improve 
energy efficiency and conservation, increase 
our domestic supply of energy, and diversify 
our energy supply through advanced tech-
nologies. Since 2001, we have invested nearly 
$10 billion in the development of cleaner, 
less expensive, and more reliable energy 
sources. We developed a comprehensive Na-
tional Energy Policy, and last year I signed 
into law the Energy Policy Act of 2005—the 
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